THE BANGKOK STATEMENT
A pledge to pronote the protection of Children's Environmental Health
We Commit CQursel ves:

To devel op active and innovative national and international networks with
our coll eagues for the pronotion and protection of children's
environnmental health in all areas, and especially in four critical areas:

1. PROTECTI ON AND PREVENTI ON - To strengthen existing prograns and
initiate new mechani snms to provide access for all children to cl ean water
and air, adequate sanitation, safe food and appropriate. Reduce or

el im nate environnental causes of asthnma and respiratory di seases,

i ncludi ng exposure to environnmental tobacco snoke.

Reduce or elim nate exposure to toxic nmetal such as |ead, nmercury and
arsenic, to fluoride, and to hazardous anthropogeni c chem cals such as
toxi c wastes, pesticides and persistent organic pollutants. Reduce or

el i m nate exposure to known and suspected ant hropogeni ¢ carci hogens,

neur ot oxi cants, devel opnental and reproductive

toxi cants, inmmunotoxicants and naturally occurring toxins. Reduce the

i nci dence of accidents, injuries and poisonings, as well as exposure to
noi se, radiations and other factors by inproving the physical environnments
of children at hone, in school and in all environnments where children
spend ti ne.

1. HEALTH CARE AND RESEARCH - To promote the recognition, assessnent and
study of environmental factors that have an inpact on the health and
devel opment of children

Devel op and inpl ement cooperative nultidisciplinary research studies, as
wel | as disease surveillance and exposure nonitoring in association with
centers of excellence, and pronote the collection of harnonized data and
its dissemnnation.

Incorporate training on CEH for health care providers and ot her

prof essional s, and pronote the use of the environnental history. Seek
financial and institutional support for research, data collection,
education, intervention and prevention prograns. Devel op risk assessnent
met hodol ogi es that incorporate children as

speci al groups.

1. EMPONERMENT AND EDUCATION - To pronpte the education of children and
parents-to-be about the inportance of their physical environment and their
participation in decisions that affect their lives, and to inform parents,
teachers and caregivers and the community in general on the need and neans
to provide a safe,

heal t hy and supportive environnent to all children

Provi de environnmental health education through healthy schools and
adult education initiatives.

Incorporate in the school and high-school curricula | essons on
heal th and the environnent

I mpart environnmental health expertise to educators, curriculum
desi gners and school administrators.

Create and dissenminate culturally relevant information about the
special vulnerability of children to environnmental threats and
practical steps to protect children

Enpower the community to identify toxic threats to children and to



work with local authorities in devel opi ng prevention and
i ntervention programmes.

1. ADVOCACY - To advocate for the protection and promotion of
CEH at all levels, including the political spheres, decision-makers
and the conmunities:

Uilize | essons | earned to prevent environnmental illness in
children, for exanple by pronoting |egislation for the renpval of

|l ead fromall gasoline, paints and ceram cs, and tobacco snoke-free
environments in all public buildings.

Sensitize decision-nmakers about the results of research studies and
observations of front-line workers that need to be accorded high
priority to safeguard children's health.

Pronot e environnental health policies that protect children.

Rai se the awareness of decision-nmakers and potential donors about
known children's environmental health threats and work with them and
ot her stakeholders to allocate necessary resources to inplenent

i nterventions.

Wrk with the media to disseminate information on core CEH issues,

| ocally relevant environnental health probl ens and possible
sol uti ons.

For all those concerned about the environnmental health of children,
the tinme to translate know edge into action in now.

Bangkok, 7 March 2002
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